Detailed Info for PIF #: 100015843.1 

	Professional ID:
	100015843 

	Name:
	Michele Monroe-Clark

	Phone:
	(847) 630-3789

	Alternate Phone:
	

	Fax:
	

	E-Mail:
	mmc430@hotmail.com

	Address:
	270 Carnation Ln
Hoffman Estates, IL 60169

	Ecclesiastical Status:
	PC(USA) Presbyterian Minister of Word and Sacrament

	Membership Presbytery:
	CHICAGO PRESBYTERY

	Ordination Date:
	9/10/2006

	Formal Education:
	1991 B.A in psychology from Hope College, Holland, MI
1994 MSW from Loyola University of Chicago
1998 M.A.T.S. from McCormick Theological Seminary
2004 MDiv. from Western Theological Seminary, Holland, MI

	Continuing Education:
	Residency in CPE Howard Regional Health System

	Experience Level:
	2 to 4 years

	Employment Type:
	Open to both

	Minimum Effective Salary:
	$35,000 / Year

	Position Types (with experience):
	- Chaplain
- Youth Director (Non-ordained)


	Position Types (w/o experience):
	- Associate Pastor (Other)
- Pastor (Solo)
- Pastor (Head of Staff)
- Designated Pastor
- Campus Minister


	Community Types:
	- Rural
- Village
- Town
- Small City
- Suburban
- Urban
- Inner City
- College
- Recreation
- Retirement


	Church Sizes:
	- Under 100 members
- 101 - 250 members
- 251 - 400 members
- 401 - 650 members
- 651 - 1000 members
- 1001 - 1500 members
- More than 1500 members


	Geographic Choices:
	- Unlimited


	Languages:
	- English


	Primary Skills:
	- Congregational Fellowship
- Corporate Worship / Sacraments
- Family Ministry
- Leadership of Staff / Volunteers
- Pastoral Care
- Preaching
- Problem Solving / Decision Making
- Spiritual Development
- Teaching
- Young Adult Ministry


	Training / Certification:
	(Not Specified)

	Clergy Couple?
	False

	Sexual Misconduct Self-Certification Statement:
	I certify below that no civil, criminal, ecclesiastical complaint has ever been sustained* or is pending* against me for sexual misconduct; and I have never resigned or been terminated from a position for reasons related to sexual misconduct. 

I have read this certification and release form and fully understand that the information obtained may be used to deny my employment or any other type of position from the employing entity. I also agree that I will hold harmless the employing or judicial authority or any other entity from any and all claims, liabilities, and causes of action for the legitimate release of any information related to sexual misconduct.

	Past Experience:
Staff Chaplain @ Alexian Brothers Behavioral Health Hospital in Hoffman Estates, IL from March 7, 2005-present (Suburban community outside Chicago, IL)
I am assigned to provide individual and group pastoral care to adults with cognitive disorders including: Schizophrenia, Alzheimer’s and related dementia, BiPolar and UniPolar Depression. The most common issues we discuss are grief, forgiveness, restoration of hope, family relationships and understanding God and God’s plan for their lives. Being in a psychiatric hospital is a stressful experience for patients and the chaplain provides support, care, and understanding to help patients use their spiritual gifts and practices for healing. Prayer, Bible verses and worship become the foundation for spiritual support.
I also collaborate with a tem of three other chaplains to provide weekly worship and communion for the patients. Each of us has a different worship style based upon our theology and liturgical background. My services are constructed from the Reformed tradition and use a combination of familiar hymns and contemporary praise songs. Preaching the Word to people so they can understand and apply its principals to their lives is very important. It is important to hear and live the Gospel in fresh new ways. The sacrament of Communion and the grace it offers believers becomes a tangible representation of the gospel message offered to patients weekly in worship.
Because the hospital is my congregation, I have developed pastoral relationships with the doctors, nurses, counselors, secretaries, and nursing assistants. I have provided memorial services for staff members who have died, a Blue Christmas service for staff who were struggling to get through the holiday season, and counseling to staff experiencing crises of faith or needing support in their spiritual walk.
I am a member of the hospital’s Spirit Committee whose purpose is to help all employees live out the mission and values of the organization on a daily basis. I have planned and organized special prayer services, ice cream socials, information booths and history information sheets to highlight the mission of the organization.
Lifeguard @ Holland Community Aquatic Center in Holland, MI from Fall 2002-Fall 2004 (small city community in western Michigan)
As a lifeguard I ensured the safety of swimmers. I also developed a pastoral relationship with several colleagues providing pastoral counseling and support as they discerned their vocations. We discussed God’s call and plan for their lives and they developed plans to pursue those goals.

Dormintory Supervisor @ The Sonia Shankman Orthogenic School at the University of Chicago in Chicago, IL from March 2001-Dec. 2001 ( Urban Community)
As a Supervisor, I provided clinical and managerial supervision to a staff of 12 child care providers who were responsible for the daily care and welfare of students at the residential school. With the child care staff and the students, I developed group rules and behavior plans to keep the students safe and able to play and work together. I developed behavior and emotional goals for the students to achieve in school. I also provided individual and group counseling to the students to help them achieve their personal and academic goals.

School Social Worker @ South Central Community Services in Chicago, IL from March 1998–2000 (Urban Commuity)
As a social worker, I developed individual education plans for elementary and middle school students setting behavioral and emotional goals to enhance their academic performance. I provided individual and group counseling to students to achieve their goals. I also developed classroom incentive programs to foster team building and good behavior.

Clinical Social Worker @ Grand Prairie Behavioral Health SErvies in Flossmoor IL from 1994–1998 (large suburban community outside Chicago, IL)
As a social worker, I provided individual and family counseling to children in emotional crisis, arranged for inpatient psychiatric care, developed treatment plans using community resources.

	Other Services:


I am a member of the Chicago Presbytery and attend assembly meetings participating in floor discussions and votes.
I worship at Church of the Cross in Hoffman Estates IL. I have provided pulpit supply during the transition from interim pastor to called pastor. I have participated in the Wednesday children’s program by planning and leading worship based on the Gift of the Spirit, developing and teaching a bible study to 3rd and 4th graders, and providing supervision and hospitality during meal time.
I provide quarterly pulpit supply for Christ Presbyterian Church in Hanover Park, IL preaching relevant and biblically based sermons which are well received and enjoyed by the congregation.

	Church Characteristics Desired:


The church I would like to serve is the body of Christ. It is a group of believers who come together to love, care, support, and nurture one another in service and worship of God through Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit. It is a community of redeemed sinners who are willing to listen for the movement of the Holy Spirit in their midst and to follow wherever and whenever God is calling them. It is a group of people coming together as family to live out the reality of the gospel of Jesus in the world.
I would bring the gifts of teaching, encouragement, and leadership to these people so that we could grow together in love and service to God our creator. As a teacher/preacher we would study the Word of God together deepening our understanding of who we are in relationship to who God is. As an encourager, I would listen to the ideas, hopes and dreams of the community and find ways to give life and reality to them. As I leader, we would discern together the will of God for us and I would help guide and direct our path in the way we should go.

	Accomplishments in present call:


I am currently a minister in a hospital setting. I do all the things a church minister does: preach, teach, counsel, encourage, plan, budget, pray, and care for the people, I just do it in a psychiatric hospital. I minister to the “least of these” in our modern society and it has allowed me to see the true worth of humanity in God’s eyes. We are truly a fallen people who are loved so deeply by a most amazing and loving God. It has rooted my ministry in the belief that Jesus came that we might have life and have it abundantly.
In this setting I have completed a certification process by the Association of Professional Chaplains. I have provided a healing space for a group of staff who lost a most beloved colleague. I have collaborated with a team chaplain to develop an internal process to validate our skills and competencies. I have completed this process and was the first chaplain in the system to do so. I have provided leadership to a committee that encourages employees to live the mission and values of the hospital. I have been involved in conflict resolution as a mediator between staff and managers.

	Leadership Style:


It is hard for me to describe my leadership style because I do not see myself as a stand up and take charge leader. However, people that I have worked closely with have said to me, “Michele we will follow you anywhere, I sure hope you know where you are going”. And I would say that I do know where I am going. I am very intuitive and often feel God’s presence and will for my life and for the people I am working with. I set goals, make plans, enlist support and help from others, assess, and make adjustments to achieve those goals. I encourage people to identify, use and develop their gifts to set and achieve goals. In conflict I often find the middle ground and work towards a mutually acceptable resolution because I believe that the needs of the few or the one often outweigh those of the majority.

	Key Theological Issues:


I believe that living as redeemed sinners in a broken world on its way to redemption is the most difficult task we have as Christians. Living in this in between time of already redeemed in Christ and the not yet reality of waiting for Christ’s return and the completion of the redemptive plan of God is not easy. Trying to define what it means to be a Christian and living out that definition is what ends up dividing us into right and left, mainline and evangelical, traditional and contemporary, contemplative and action oriented. In our attempts to live out the Gospel of Christ we have divided the Body of Christ and a radically inclusive life giving way of life becomes selfishly moralistic, divisive and corrupt.
As a Christian struggling to be a disciple of Christ I look to the Word of God for answers. As a minister of the church I wrestle with these answers and teach them to the Body of Christ in order to built it up to do the work of God in the world as we live and wait for the completion of God’s Kingdom. When the apostle Paul wrote “I preach Christ and him crucified”, that was the Gospel message. It is the implications of that divine act that we as the church must be about as we continue in the third millennium of Christianity. We need to understand this message, learn to live its truth and impart it to our children to ensure the survival of the Body of Christ.

	Statement Of Faith:


	References:
#1
Name

Kim Krofft Lease

Relation

Friend

Phone

(317) 375-1939

Address

2033 Forest Manor Ave. Indianapolis, IN 46218

E-Mail

klicms@aol.com
#2
Name

Rev. Laura Taylor De Palamino

Relation

Colleague

Phone

(630) 289-5411

Address

6900 Barrington Rd Hanover Park, IL 60133 

E-Mail

christpresb@sbcglobal.net
#3
Name

Libby Conley

Relation

Friend/Colleague

Phone

(847) 755-8064

Address

1650 Moon Lake Blvd Hoffman Estates, IL

E-Mail

libbyconley@hotmail.com
#4
Name

Rev. Dudley Elvery

Relation

Mentor

Phone

(708) 748-6261

Address

425 N. Orchard Park Forest, IL 60466

E-Mail

CalvaryUP@sbcglobal.net
#5
Name

Rev. Dawn Haeger

Relation

Colleague

Phone

(847) 381-0975

Address

6 Brinker Rd Barrington, IL 60010

E-Mail

dawn@pcbarrington.org 



	Status Note:
	1. This PIF was last updated at 9/11/2009 2:11:05 PM. Michele Monroe-Clark is a member of the Presbytery of CHICAGO PRESBYTERY. As of this date, no allegation or charges are pending against the member, nor is the member currently under judicial censure limiting the ministry or under supervised rehabilitation. The receiving body should always call the presbytery to ask for further information about any applicant, including their ministry and activities within the presbytery of membership. 

2. This PIF is in the Church Leadership Connection database


